[Treatment considerations for children during terminal care].
There should be a special obligation to shield children with a terminal illness from pain and from the psychological suffering when death is approaching. In spite of this, the child has the right to be informed about the prognosis and decisions taken concerning treatment. We discuss the difficult question of informed consent in pediatrics. Who can make an informed consent on behalf of a minor? At which age should a child make its own decisions concerning medical treatment? In pediatrics there are certain circumstances where withdrawal of intensive medical care is justified. Examples are given from oncological and neuromuscular diseases, as well as from the neonatal period. We discuss how termination of intensive care could take place. The medical team should make the decision alone, but should never go against the parents' will. It is underlined that termination of intensive care in the above-mentioned circumstances is completely different from active euthanasia, which we strongly oppose.